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Collecting Data on Internal Migration: Towards Global Best

Practice

Martin Bell!

Abstract. Migration within countries is now the principle demographic
process leading to changes in the pattern of human settlement. It is also a key
process in national development. Despite this, there are few international
standards for the collection and analysis of migration data, and widespread
variations are found between countries. I draw on data from the IMAGE
Project (Internal Migration around the GlobE) which examined contemporary
practice in the 193 UN member States and discuss the types of data collected,
the intervals over which it is measured and the spatial frameworks employed.
I assess the strengths and limitations of different measures, and examine their
uses. The paper sets current data collection practice in the IR of Iran within

the global context.

Keywords. Internal migration; national development; IMAGE project.

1
Director, Queensland Centre for Population Research School of Geography, Planning and Environmental

Management, The University of Queensland, Queensland, 4072, Australia
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Trends and Patterns of Internal Migration: Iran in a Global

Context

Martin Bell!

Abstract. I use data from the 1996, 2006 and 2011 Censuses to examine
internal migration in the IR of Iran. Attention is given particularly to the
overall intensity of migration, the level or incidence of population movement,
and to its spatial impacts, the extent to which it results in redistribution of the
population, altering the settlement pattern. A series of robust summary
indicators are used to compare trends over time and to situate the level and

patterns of mobility in Iran within its global context.

Keywords. Population movement; settlement pattern; internal migration.

1
Director, Queensland Centre for Population Research School of Geography, Planning and Environmental

Management, The University of Queensland, Queensland, 4072, Australia
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Demographic Perspective of the Iranian Diaspora: the Case of

Iranians in Australia

Mohammad Jalal Abbasi-Shavazi' and Meimanat Hosseini-Chavoshi’

Abstract. Diaspora has traditionally been associated with the notion of forced
displacement, but today diaspora refers not only to the foreign-born or foreign
population abroad but also to their descendants. International migration has
risen significantly in recent decades, from 77 million persons in 1960 to 232
million in 2013. Technological progress and new means of communication
have contributed to this trend by decreasing financial and personal migration
costs. Given the size of diaspora whose contracts with origin countries are
facilitated by the new technology, their potential impact on the development
of home countries has become one of the main concerns of governments and
development agencies. However, lack of information on diaspora is a
significant impairment to understanding and promoting their contribution in
the development of their origin countries.

This paper aims to present a demographic perspective on Iranian diaspora
with particular focus on Iranians in Australia. According to various sources,
there is an estimated four to five million Iranians living abroad, mostly in
North America, Europe, Persian Gulf, Turkey, Australia and the broader
Middle East. There has been an increasing trend of migration from Iran to
Australia since 1970s. In 2011 census, there were around 34,500 Iranians by
birth and around 36,000 by ancestry in Australia. New South Wales and
Victoria, in order, hosted the majority of Iranians, while the least number of

Iranians (66 persons only) resided in the Northern Territory. A large presence

1 Professor of Demography, University of Tehran; Director of National Institute of Population Research;
and Senior Fellow, Australian National University (ANU)
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of young Iranians aged 25-35 in Australia is an indication of recent
movement of educated youth to Australia. More than 70 percent of males and
females in this age group had tertiary education (Bachelor, Master and PhD).
Around 75 percent of Iranians 20 years and above with tertiary education had
their qualifications in engineering, health, management and commerce, society
and culture, and natural and physical science.

The possible impact of Iranian diaspora on Iran’s development is significant.
However, their contribution and sustainable engagement depends not only on
diaspora’s willingness but also on the institutional setting and political support
of the Iranian government. Public policies are needed to maximise and
facilitate the contact of diaspora with their home country. This would not be
possible without a careful analysis and deep understanding of demographic,

social, and economic characteristics of Iranian diaspora.

Keywords. Diaspora; international migration.
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International Migration Statistics and International Migration

Research: Global, Transnational, and National Contexts

Ellen Percy Kraly'

Abstract. Understanding processes of global population movements and
migrations benefit from bi- and multilateral collaboration in the definition,
collection and analysis of national data.
This paper examine the current state of efforts to promote international
cooperation in the definition, collection and analysis of international
population movements, including the ‘open statistics’ movement.
The state of international migration and mobility statistics will be placed
within critical contexts of recent social scientific research concerning global
population movements, transnational processes, and national settlement
patterns to understand how national and international statistical practices and
data systems may benefit from and be responsive to emerging evidence
concerning changing patterns of international population movements.
Several studies concerning global, transnational, national processes regarding
migration and settlement will be selected to illustrate the interdependence
between international migration research and national statistical systems.
Benefits to national policy analysis as well as comparative knowledge
concerning international population movements in this 21% century will be
discussed.
The paper is organized in the following way:

L Introduction: The benefits of international coordination of

international migration data and statistical systems;
IL. Concepts and measurement of international migration and mobilities;

the relative benefits and costs of standard statistical concepts;

1
Colgate University
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III.

Iv.

VI

VIL

Review of efforts to promote international collaboration and exchange
of national statistics of international migration and population
mobility (International Statistical Institute; International Labour
Organisation; United Nations Statistical and Population Commissions)
Review of current programs of statistical standardization, exchange
and analysis (United Nations, OECD, selected research organizations
and institutes) ;

The ‘open statistics’ movement and implications for international
migration data systems and analysis (briefly) ;

Global, transnational and national migration research and relevance
for informing national data systems concerning international
migration and population movements: Selected cases;

Conclusions:  Challenges and opportunities for integrating
international migration statistical systems and global and national

migration research.

Keywords. International migration; open statistics movement; international

population movements.
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The Demography of Temporary Labour Migration in Asia

Jerrold W. Huguet'

Abstract. Temporary labour migration is the predominant form of
international migration in Asia. Several countries in the region deploy more
than half a million migrant workers a year. The overwhelming majority of
migrant workers from South Asia are deployed to the Middle East whereas
countries in South-East Asia deploy workers to a wider range of destinations.
Most temporary labour migrants are relatively low-skilled but the numbers
and impact of professional and highly-skilled workers are also significant.
Our knowledge of international labour migration is hindered by gaps in
information on such basic demographic aspects as occupation, duration of
residence and return migration, and on irregular migration. For these data gaps
to be overcome will require greater cooperation among stakeholders within
countries and a greater recognition of the importance of reliable data for

effective planning and policy formulation.

Keywords. Temporary labour migration; remittances; Asia
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Global and Regional Estimation of Migrant Workers, 2013

Farhad Mehran'

Abstract. In broad terms, labour migration refers to migration from one
country to another with a view to being employed. Based on data from 134
countries representing about 94 percent of the world labour force, the stock of
international migrant workers is estimated by sex, region, income level of
countries, and sector of economic activity in 2013. According to the
preliminary results, there were in total 232 million migrants in the world in
2013, among whom 206.6 millions of working age, 15 years old and over.
Among them, the total number of migrant workers was 150.6 million,
comprising 4.4 percent of the global labour force. The great majority of
migrant workers were in two regions: Europe and Central Asia (57,882,000)
and the Americas (41,286,000). The results show that globally the labour
force participation rate of migrants (73 percent) is higher than the non-

migrant national rate (64 percent).

Keywords: Labour migration, stock of international migrant workers, global

estimation, migrant-specific labour force participation rate, imputation.
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Modeling and Forecasting Migration Flows in a Bayesian

Approach

Esmail Amiri'

Abstract. Migration forecasts with suitable uncertainty assessments are
crucial for obtaining credible population predictions. Three methods are used
by researchers to forecast migration, namely deterministic, multi-variant
scenarios and stochastic. In the stochastic method, forecasts of migration are
usually either the outcome of econometric models, or time series
extrapolation. In a Bayesian approach forecasting performance of a few
homoscedastic and heteroskedastic time series models are compared. As an
illustration, med-term migration outflows from Iran, inflows to US and
inflows to overseas are predicted using the time series models. The deviance
information criterion (DIC) is used for model selection. The results indicate
that homoscedastic models with heteroskedastic errors show a better

forecasting performance.

Keywords. Homoscedastic; heteroskedastic; stochastic volatility; GARCH.
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